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 1697 Foundation 

 Prison Fellowship & OSL            
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 Guideposts Magazine 

 The Vivian Foundation 
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Singing—Pat a neighbor’s back—Shake 
a neighbor’s hand—Jesus is the friend 

He’s the friend next to you. 
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The Ark 

Animals of all 

kinds 

 

The SLOW  

turtle! 

 

The beautiful 

rainbow—

God’s promise! 
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The 2nd Wings Family Day at the new Springer Women’s Correctional Facility was held on July 29, 2017, 
in Springer, NM. There were 46 inmates who were cleared to attend the Family Day, 168 family members 
cleared, 14 inmates who were in the choir and liturgical dance team, and there were 11 volunteers who 
were able to attend the Family Day.  The volunteers came from 10 different churches and were from 
Albuquerque, Rio Rancho, and Oklahoma. 
 
We were blessed to have Oklahoma Senator Wayne Shaw and his lovely wife Anna join us for the Family 
Day.  They had gotten to know Wings founder Ann Edenfield Sweet when she met them at the OK state 
capitol building in 2016.  They were on a family vacation visiting NM, contacted Ann, expressed a desire 
to see a Wings Family Day, and NM Head Chaplain Calvin Robinson and other NMCD staff were kind 
enough to provide the paperwork and training necessary for the Shaws to volunteer. 
 
The staff at Springer were waiting for us and helped us quickly enter the prison.  The cars were driven 
around to the gym to be unloaded.  The volunteers did a great job of helping set up for the Family Day, 
including making turkey and ham sub sandwiches and PB&J sandwiches for 250 people. Platters of 
homemade cookies were filled, and family members who arrived early were asked to help with the 
preparations too.  
 
Ann shared a PowerPoint presentation about the 40 Developmental Assets© with the ladies before the start 
of the Family Day. The Assets© are proven ways to cut at-risk behaviors and help strengthen families. The 
ladies learned that if you have more than 30 of the 40 Developmental Assets© at-risk behaviors are 
greatly lowered.  Considering that most young people today have far fewer Assets© the ladies learned 
that preparing for the “winds of life” that will hit all of us will better prepare us keep more Assets in place 
during difficult times.   
 
The ladies were excused to eat lunch and then their family members started arriving.  Ann led the family 
members and the volunteers in mixers, and everyone played with balloons and tarps too, including seeing 
who could bounce the balloon the highest.  Then all the children who were there participated in the 
“Balloon Pop” – seeing who could pop the balloon the fastest.  Everyone had a good time before the 
Family Day even started! 
  
Chaplain Bob Clevenger opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Ann, some choir members, children, and 
volunteers helped lead the first two songs – “Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the 
praise band/chorus led the music and the children and family members were given bells and percussion 
instruments to play. The liturgical dancers also danced and signed to a powerful song and we all were 
spell-bound by the beauty of the music and motions.  It was very meaningful and we all enjoyed the music 
and dancing so much.  
 
Next the gym was transformed into an “Ark” as Ann led the Bible story of Noah and the Ark.  “Noah”, “his 
family”, “the ark”, “the rainbow” and the “many assorted animals” were picked. Everyone else became the 
“wind” and the “rain”.  Noah built the ark, his family members and two kinds of all the animals on earth 
joined him, and yet as Noah looked out, he saw the slow turtles trying to get to the ark in time.  Everyone 
called out to the turtles and finally they made it to the ark before the 40 days of rain and wind flooded 
the earth.  Finally the rain stopped, Noah sent out the doves to look for new growth, and they returned 
with a green leaf in their beaks.  Those doves sure flew around and flapped their wings!!! God’s promise 
to Noah was fulfilled with the beautiful rainbow above the earth, and everyone was reminded that God 
will even wait for the slowest turtle to come to Him. It was a powerful interaction of a Bible story.   

2nd Wings Family Day  
Springer Women’s Correctional Facility 

Springer, NM 
July 29, 2017 
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Next the ladies went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique butterflies out 
of the “worthless” newspaper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and pretzels.  It’s amazing how 
beautiful those necklaces were! 
 
While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann had time to share about the history of Wings, 
church programs available to families in Albuquerque, and the Thresholds Mentoring Program.  Senator 
Wayne Shaw and his wife Anna also talked.  Wayne shared that he had been a minister, done mission 
work in Africa, and then felt called to public service as a Senator in Oklahoma.  He visits and talks to many 
inmates throughout Oklahoma and now New Mexico, and after he spoke there wasn’t a dry eye in the 
audience.  He shared about a football player, halftime, and that the ladies had the second half of their 
life story yet to write. It was a meaningful and special time for everyone. 
 
Soon the gym was turned into a giant dining room.  Circles of 10 people enjoyed the homemade 
sandwiches, had plenty of delicious homemade cookies to eat, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at 
each circle.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of recycled “junk” was used to decorate 
one person from each dinner group in a new “Back-To-School” outfit.  Everyone participated in decorating 
their special “student”, and soon the gym was filled with “students” in the most fashionable school attire 
Great fun was had by all. 
 
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the gym.  The Chaplain asked 
everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every 
one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and 
fellowship.   
 
Church flyers, Guideposts magazines, books and materials from Operation Starting Line collaborators, 
1687 Foundation, The Vivian Foundation, and Testify World were also distributed to everyone.  
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
Special thanks to all the cookie bakers!  Everyone loved the homemade cookies! 
 
I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 

 1. I wanted to entertain the guests and support the family through God. 
2. Family togetherness is most important. 
3. My mom is here. 
4. I helped out with whatever was needed, and to meet friend’s families. 
5. See, spend time, and be with my niece. 
6. Spend time with daughter. 
7. To see my daughter. 
8. I wanted to see my family. 
9. To support my daughter. 
10. Visit inmate. 
11. To see my family and visit. 
12. To interact with other families. 
13. I wanted to be with my daughter. 
14. I wanted to learn more about the Developmental Assets. 
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15. Spend time with my sister. 
16. Sing in the choir. 
17. I needed to see my mom. 
18. To see my mom. 
19. I really love my mom. 
20. Family came to visit. 
21. Wanted to see my family and spend time with them. 
22. I wanted to help. 
23. I am a volunteer. 
24. Visit my daughter. 
25. I wanted to spend time with our mama/nana bear. 
26. I came to see my mom. 
27. I knew Ann needed help and this touches my heart. 
28. To bring my grandson to visit his mom. 
29. I’ve come before to Wings Family Days and I know how special and how much fun they are! 

The highlights of the Wings Family Day for me were: 
1. Hearing Senator Wayne Shaw and his wife Anna share and show their compassion and caring for 

everyone. 
2. Hearing the correctional officer share that he loves Wings Family Days and that he will always try 

to work when Wings is there because he enjoys it so much and he see the ladies so happy during 
the party and afterwards. 

3. Seeing the same staff, year after year, who care so much and welcome us into the facility like they 
do. 

4. The kids, the families, and the participation in the Noah and the Ark skit. 
5. Seeing the ladies with their families. 
6. Fun child friendly activities. 
7. The cookies. 
8. Worship, praise, songs, fun and laughter. 
9. Being with my loved one. 
10. Family being together. 
11. Not being in a small room. 
12. My family. 
13. That her dad also came and got to see our daughter. 
14. Seeing everyone participate. 
15. Being with family members. 
16. To visit and see family. 
17. Noah’s Ark. 
18. Happy to be with my daughter, and the prayers. 
19. Seeing my family. 
20. Being with my sister. 
21. The kids. 
22. Being with my mom. 
23. Watching the shows. 
24. Spending time with my mom. 
25. Spending time with family. 
26. Worship with sign language. 
27. Seeing daughters run to their parents, hug and cry. 
28. Being with my wife. 
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29. Seeing my daughter. 
30. The signing and the dance group. 
31. When the church girls danced. 
32. To come to my first Wings Party. 
33. Having my daughter see her son for the first time and the sign language. 
34. Seeing my mom. 
35. I love the taste of a homemade cookie!  They are just delicious! 

Correction officials should continue to allow Wings Family Days in prisons because: 
1. The ladies and their loved ones are so encouraged and realize they are loved and people do care 

about them and will help them on the outside. 
2. It’s a way that families connect. 
3. We love it. 
4. They make it helpful to see my mom. 
5. It’s good for inmates to be with family. 
6. Brings family together. 
7. It’s good for the family to see their loved ones. 
8. It gets us together. 
9. It was a lot of fun. 
10. It gives us the chance to be in a family environment. 
11. Yes. 
12. Boosts morale. 
13. Yes, because it helps the family interact. 
14. It’s a fun time to be with loved ones, so yes, they should continue the Family Days. 
15. It’s healthy to learn more. 
16. Yes. It brings family closer to inmates. 
17. Helps families. 
18. Brings families together and shows the love for each other. 
19. They are nice. 
20. It’s helpful. Nice people. 
21. It gives people a chance to see loved ones. 
22. It’s fun for everyone. 
23. It gives inmates time with family. 
24. It keeps families together even though they are apart. 
25. It knowledges about God and you spend time with family. 
26. It gives inmates time to spend with their families. 
27. Bonding with family. 
28. It helps being with family and able to meet other inmates. 
29. I want my family to be able to come. 
30. It’s open; helps to see others come together.  Helps to open communication. 
31. It is very fun. 
32. I love Wings Family Days! They are the best day of the year for me! 

 

I would like to thank Prison Fellowship, Guideposts Magazine, OSL Collaborators, 1687 
Foundation, cookie bakers and other sponsors by saying: 

1. May God bless everyone associated with the Wings Family Day! 
2. God bless. 
3. It is very much appreciated. 
4. It’s wonderful. 
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5. God bless you all for all you do, this was wonderful, thank you. 
6. Come again. 
7. Thank you for the blessings. 
8. Keep up the great work. 
9. It was good. 
10. I think they do a great job and shows people still care. 
11. Jesus bless you guys always. 
12. God bless you. 
13. Very much appreciated. 
14. God bless and thanks for all the help and support. 
15. We are very grateful for all the donated books and magazines!  We love to read them!  

How many miles did you drive one way to come to the Family Day? 
     80, 150, 180, 189, 200, 250, 260, 280, 296, 300, 340, 356, 400, 500, 3000, 10,000. 
 

Additional Comments: 
1. My strength in the Lord has shown me how important it is to have a relationship with Him. 
2. The strongest assets in my family are love, forgiveness, advice, sharing and eating together. 
3. I would like to work harder on ending jealousy. 

 

 
 



ASSET QUESTIONAIRE 
Springer Correctional Facility 

 
 

Springer Correctional Facility 

07-29-16 

Asset Survey Comments 

 

What did you learn about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets© 
that you can apply to your daily life?                                      

1. Responsibility. 
2. Prayers and singing. 
3. Family support. 
4. Song to the Lord. 
5. Positive family covenant. 
6. Family. 
7. Family interaction, love. 
8. Constructive use of time for everyone involved. 
9. Family support. 
10. Being with my family. 
11. I liked learning about them. 
12. Family; Seeing and spending time with my mom and brother, it was amazing, I had a blast. 
 

What assets do you think were strengthened today? 
1. Love. 
2. Caring. 
3. Positive peer influence, 
4. Serving the Lord. 
5. Seeking the Lord. 
6. Religion. 
7. Love. 
8. Moral support, love. 
9. Moral support. 

10. Family support. 
11. Support for family. 
12. The support from my family. 



ASSET QUESTIONAIRE 
Springer Correctional Facility 

 
13. Being with family and communicating better. 
14. Knowing that someone cares about us. 

 
Which assets do you think are strongest in your family? 

1. Love. 
2. Caring. 
3. Positive peer influence, 
4. Serving the Lord. 
5. Seeking the Lord. 
6. Religion. 
7. Love. 
8. Moral support, love. 
9. Moral support. 

10. Family support. 
11. Support for family. 
12. The support from my family. 

 
Which assets do you think you would like to work harder on in your family? 

1. Trust. 
2. Planning and decision making. 
3. Time at home. 
4. Support. 
5. Seeking the Lord daily with the family. 
6. Restraint, planning and decision making. 
7. Appreciation. 
8. Closeness, better communication. 
9. Love, giving and receiving. 

10. Responsibility. 
11. Being positive. 
12. Seeing family more often makes me feel complete. 

Additional Comments 

1. Thank you. 
2. I appreciate all of this very much. 
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